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| a - PETITION of anamerous © 
| Body of the Inhabitants of faid 
We Colony. known by the Name 


of the United Cy mpany. 
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A, { 
FTER aknolelthe our fole Depen- | 
ff. dence on the»great Governor of the 1 
Univerle; as our only Benefactor and great " 
[abr siver? and manifeiting our Loyalty ee : 
the crand Caufe of America, and Zeal for the” ‘aq 
wl 


Gbor of this‘Colony in’particular, We would 
‘hunibly fhew to your Honors, That as we 
iy ld join F and in Hand with all Men th at | 
é it ‘Pi fait of FrEEpom, we find many ‘i 
in: s fubsitt: ng among us, which are incom- ‘M | 
ible’ t! with § which in all Jultice and — 
ont t to be'removed, And that your 


nors may view them each in theit detin’ © oe ; 3 

| vuithad Charaéter, We your Honors humble 4 f | 

| ‘Memorialifts beg Leave to rank them cn arg 
following Order. ; 3 


JCB 


Firftly. We would humbly fhew, that there 
are Laws fubfifting, and now in Force in this 
Colony, relative to 1 Ficclef aftical Matters, that 
are wholly fubverfive of the Laws of GOD ; 
he having referved to himielf the Government 
of his Chiech-avhich Prerogative he will not 
give to another, neither will he hold him guilt- 
lefs that faith, 1:6, here! or Lo, there! while 
the People are drawh away to worlhip an 
Image of their make ; which thofe Acts of 
Affembly actually do. And we humbly cen-. 
ceive nothing but the Frowns of Heaven to 
hang over us as a People, until thefe Images 
are cut down, and their Authority extirpated. 
Therefore your Memorialifts pray, that the 
Matter may be immediately attended to, and 
the opprefied be permitted to go free. 
Although the Minds of many have been qui- 
ted with a praftical Su/penfion of faid As, 
they lie as Serpents in the Grafs. 

Secondly. We find great Uneafinefs in ibis 
Colony, on Account of feveral Acts of former 
Affemblies, wherein great Numbers of the 
worthy Inhabitants are unconfiitutionally taxed 
without being reprefented, either in Society, 
Town, or Colony—the very Bone of Conten- 
tion between Great-Britain and the Colonies. 
And as we have eflayed ftrenuoufly and vigo- 
rouily to oppofe any Thing of that Nature, — 
we are counteracting our own Plan, in fuffer~ 
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ing this Opprefion to fubfift in the Midft of 

us. Theretore, we your Memorialifts humbly 
_ pray, That no Man’s Liberty be taken from 
him, except forfeited by his own AQ—L.et no 
Man be taxed without his own Voice in it ; 
_ for fimilar to the above is the Caufe of the 
prefent Rupture ; and we have the greateft 
_ Reafon to tear a Difaffection among ourlelves, 
if thofe Laws are continued. And ason Unity 
depends our political Salvation, fo we beg that 
every Precaution be taken to preferve the 
Union abfolutely neceflary therefor. And as: 
more and more Light is daily breaking forth, 
|) whereby the Line between Liberty and Bon- 
dage is difcovered ; fo each Individual finds 
himfelf on one or the other Side of this Line. 
And being confcious that the Want of Lifiy 
‘Shillings never ought to be the Criterion which | 
diftinguifheth a Bondman from a Son of Li- 
berty, fo we hope fome effeétual Method may 
|be taken to prevent the growing Uneafinefs, 
that Liberty may run like a River thro’out’ 
our Land, | peek Se 
Thirdly, That as the prefent Situation of 
our Public Affairs renders the Diftreffes of the 
poorer Clafs of People very creat, in that they» 
Cannot procure Wool and Flax fufficient to 
be cca elvis and Families, thofe.Materi- 
B2ls being engroffed into the Hands of the more 
Hwealthy at an exorbitant Price; the Coangry 
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(i “4p )) 
oeing drained of all coarfe Cloths of foreign, | 
Manufa&tury, they muft (except fome Precau- 
tion is taken to prevent it) very foon be expo- | 
fed to the Inclemency of the Weather. To | 
prevent which, We your Memorialifts beg, § 
That the Price of Wool be ftated at 1/3. and — 
Flax at 7d. per Pound, granting a Bounty on 
the fame of 3d. on the Pound, for Encourage- 
ment to each Man who fhall produce a Certi- 
ficate from the Selectmen of each Town where 
he refides, that he has raifed and fold to tome 
of the Inhabitants of this Colony, fuch Quan- 
tity of Wool or Flax; with a Penalty on any. 
who fhall take more than the Price which 
may be thus ftated, i : 

_ Fourthly, That as the undoing the heavy 
Burdens, and letting the opprefied go free, is 
the Character of a People convinced of their 
Duty to God and Man—for this End We 
your Memorialifts pray, that an Alteration of 
another A& of a former Affembly be attended 
to, which bears heayy on the Poor, viz. where 
the Polls are prefixed in the common Lift at 
£.18 while there is a Number of the moft 


; 


3 wealthy in the Colony excluded faid Poll. Tax, 


only becanfe they have an Office of Profit and 
Honor conferred on them, namely, Magifirates, 
Clergy, &c. And as the People grow unealy , 
under this and the ike Burdens, We humbly . 
pray that an Average be made of the public, 


(6B 4): 


Burden—no one taxed without being repre- 
fented—the poor bear not more than his Pro- 


portion of the Burden ;--— Which we appre- 
hend may be rectificd by adding the abovetaid 
Polls into the Lift, and bringing all down to 
about £.6 per isa and that Sa Lifters ia 
this Colony be icched and authorifed to mak:e 
proper Affefiments on all Eftates that are by 
Law exempted, in particular the unculti Ivated 
or wild Land, and that accor ding toits Value, 
as fuch ee near a Market, is better to, the 
Owner than Money at a great Intereft ; 
ought to bear its Proportion of defending ie 
fame : : Then fhali all draw with an ever Yoke 
in the prefent Strugele, which is to drive Ty 
ranny and Oppreffion from our Land. 

Fifthly. We would fhew to your Honors, 
the grtat Advantage which has accrued trom 
an Act of Aflembly paffed laft, Year , wherein 


a Prohibition was laid on Law Suits being. 


commenced in civil Matters, and what Difco- 
-veries we have made thereby—That Debts 
were never difcharged with more Pundtuality 
| and Expedition, than in that very Lime while 
that Act was in Force—and that, as among 
‘Men there are foine evil- minded bs baie who, 

rather than labour with their Hands, are feck. 
ing to take Advantage of the leaft Mifunder- 
ftanding among Ne: ahb: urs, to drive them 


into the Law, which is frequently attended not 
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_only with a total Difaffection to each other, 


but an exceeding heavy Burden of Expences ; 


all detrimental to the Commonwealth. 
Ba ts we pray, that fome fimilar Act be 
made, that may prevent fo great an Evil, And 
that no Advantage be taken by the negligent, 
let a Committee in each Town be authorifed 
to transfer the Property of any Eftate to the 
Amount of a juft Debt, where a Family is not - 
likely to fuffer thereby. si 
Sixthly. That as forne are fo far loft to all” 
Regard for the Public Good in general, being 
iwallowed up in a Deluge of Self-Intereft, 
that they are feeking to enhance the Prices of 
\rticles which have fallen into their Hands, 
or whereby they can advance their own private: 
Interefts, which will, if fuffered to go on, have 
a Tendency to fink the Credit of our Money, 
to preferve which, nothing muft be thought 
(at this Period) too dear. Therefore, We 
your Memorialifts humbly pray, that in your 
peccn you will refolve on fome Method to 
prevent fo deftruétive an Evil, either by flating 
the Prices of the Produce of the Country, or 
otherwife ordering proper Infpectors, that may _ 
be faithful in their Duty, whofe Bufinefs it 
may be to make due Information where an 
Offence of that- Nature is committed, 

We your humble Memorialifts, beg Leave — 
further to remind your Honors, That we ap-— 


lhe 


_prehend it neceffary to fecure, for the Ufe ef 
the Continent, all Debts due from all Impor- 
‘ters of Goods from Great-Britain, or the Pro- 
perty of fuch as have not made Reniittances 
thereto for Goods heretofore purchafed from 
“thence, until the prefent Conteft fhal} have a 
final Iffue, and it be known whether the Cre- 
_ ditor be a Friend to the American Caufe or 
“not. 


? Your Honors will permit us to fpeak yet 
_sthis once, and fay, That as you are a political 
Body, created into your Power by th¢ People, 
fo you are anfwerable to them for your Do- 


had but a dilatory Reception and Hearing— 
So we are in Duty (to your Honors, to our 
Country, and to our Selves) bound jto declare 
this to beno Time to delay Matters of fo im- 
_ portant a Nature, nor to take up much Time 
in immaterial Things, to the Neglect of the 
Rights of the People, or Relief aE the op-| 

©: spreifed. | 
a gh. 
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. | 
_Tuererorz, We your humble Memoria- 
lifts look up to you, as having fufifcient Power 


a, a 


immed wtely heard and anlwered, ‘agreeable to 
the ftri ett Rules of Juftice and Equity, and 
the Rights of the Peogre.t at (oGt ba Geet ‘ 


And your Memorialifts, as in Duiy Bound, will ' 
ver pray. | | Og 
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